209

conform either with serious economic facts or with essential political
or military interests."

Thus the question of the Corridor, already mentioned in private
conversation, now creeps into the Press together with that of Upper
Silesia. A German manufacturer said to a Frenchman within the last
few days: "When we possess Upper Silesia, we shall have in our
hands the last industrial area of Central and Eastern Europe which
was still outside our range. Then our economic power need have no
more fear of competition in the markets of the Near East/'

It is necessary, therefore, to remain on the watch. What the
members of the Diplomatic Corps in Berlin describe as an easing of
the strain is probably no more than a period of reflection, upon which
the reactions of France and Great Britain will certainly exercise some
influence.

SAINT-HARDOUIN.
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M. DE SAINT-HARDOUIN, French Charge d'Affaires in Berlin,
to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, July 30,  1939.

FROM articles in the Press, as well as from conversations, it is
becoming clear that the particular problem of Danzig is giving place
to the problem of the Corridor and even to that of the structure of
Poland itself.

One wonders why the German Government, at a moment when
it is giving unexpected prominence to the memory of the events of
1914, and when the twenty-fifth anniversary of Germany's entry into
the war is about to be commemorated in the barracks as a national
holiday, should be openly raising, on a larger scale and under a guise
much more "vital" to Germany, the problem of the claims of the
Reich.

Again, in certain circles not unconnected with Herr von Ribben-
trop's entourage, the conviction is being expressed that Poland,
deprived of credits which it had hoped to secure from Great Britain,
would not long be able to maintain the national effort it is making
to-day.

"We know that its economic situation is catastrophic; we are
receiving evidence of the discontent to be found among the State
officials. Poland will be unable to resist for long, and will be forced
to negotiate. It follows that the Polish problem can be settled with-
out war; for you are pledged to intervene only if Poland calls for
your help/'

These are echoes of remarks made by Germans to foreigners during
the past few days.
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